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YOUNG CHINA LEARNS 
THE CHRISTIAN WAY— 


While Chinese children listen. 


intently, a Protestant mission 

_ teacher explains the meaning 
of ‘‘The Lord is my Shep- 
herd,’’ aided by a poster show- 
ing Christ guiding two Chinese 
boys. (RNS Photo.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Business Men and Housewives Are Notable 





Grateful for Mr. Clapp 


To the Editors: 

Although I enjoyed reading about the 
other “notables” in your January 20 is- 
sue, I am most grateful for the inclusion 
of Allen W. Clapp. 

Looking back over the Sunday school 
lessons, league and vesper programs. the 
biographical sketches were of such out- 
standing persons that I could only attain 
unto their service in day-dreams. The 
large majority of the people we work 
with are business men and housewives, 
or will be in the future. The challenge of 
a life of service rendered by someone in 
the same area of life is much more effec- 
tive than that of someone in a different 
and seemingly more glamorous area. 

Is there a director or a preacher who 
has not heard, “Of course, you can go to 
all the church meetings—you are paid to 
do it, but I have to keep house.” Or, “It 
is all very well for the preacher to urge 
us to give more time to Christian serv- 
ice, but he doesn’t realize that we are 
tied down to an exacting business.” 

Let us hear about other Allen W. 
Clapps. 

REDDE JOHNSON. 
New Bern, N. C. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Miss Johnson's re- 
quest is directly in line with our own of 
a year ago. We repeat it: “Our readers 
can help us all through the year. These 
‘notables’ do not have to be among ‘the 
great’ of the church, though many of 
those in place of prominence are also 
notable; they can also be found among 
those who have never been known out- 
side their own community. What they are 
and what they are doing will be a source 
of inspiration to many others.” This is a 
standing invitation: Help us to get good, 
interesting information about other ‘nota- 
bles,’ either prominent or obscure. We 
have several others in process. 


Old Issue 


To the Editors: 

At the recent Youth Convention on Mis- 
sions held in Nashville, Tenn., there were 
a number of ministers and leaders of 
young people who boldly asserted, in dis- 
cussion groups, that the Christian ap- 
proach to race relations should include 
freedom of intermarriage between white 
and blacks, without stigma. These per- 
sons took the view that any racial segre- 
gation is wrong, and expressed themselves 
as not being opposed to an amalgama- 
tion of the races on the grounds that no 
such thing as a pure race exists. 

In protest to this revolutionary view 
on the part of those in our church, I 
should like to ask any who champion'ra- 
cial equality, without the traditional 
reservation, how they account for the 
creation of different races? Also whether 
they would be willing to be involved per- 
sonally in the inevitable result of the 
freedom for which they contend, namely 
the parent of both white and black chil- 
dren? Personally, the idea is repugnant 
to my esthetic sense to say nothing of my 
Christian conscience. If there is any di- 
vine injunction regarding race amalgama- 
tion or scriptural grounds for a belief 
that a Christian approach must of neces- 
sity permit racial intermarriage, I am 
ignorant of it. 

For me, to be a brother in Christ to 
the colored man in no way requires that 
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Va., under the act of March 3, 


I be a brother-in-law to him or bound 
to him in any other relationship of blood 
or marriage. As I see it, race and reli- 
gion do not have to travel the same road 
at this point. What do you think? 
THOMAS B. HOOVER. 
Seminole Heights Church, 
Tampa, Florida. 


Woman’s Auxiliary, N. B. 


To the (Editors: 


Whenever an article strikes “home,” I 
wish I could DO something! “The Guid- 
ance Movement Challenges the Church,” 
by D. Maurice Allan in the Dec, 16 issue 
of THE OUTLOOK is something I have 
wanted the church to be interested in for 
many years. I am just a layman (or lay- 
woman), but there is certainly a need in 
our church pews that we fail to meet be- 
cause of our inability to help “where the 
shoe pinches.” I have talked with num- 
bers of ministers and church workers but 
the author is right when he says, “Yet 
there is reason to believe that*the mag- 
nitude of the opportunity has not been 
clearly seen either by ministry or laity.” 

It is my belief that women would make 
good in this area. They have a natural 
interest in people and their problems. 
This interest could be trained. I would 
certainly like to qualify in a humble 
capacity for some task along this line. 
I call on the Woman’s Auxiliary of our 
church to take this article to heart and 
lay hold on some of the unused talent that 
organization possesses. 

ELIZABETH WITHERSPOON ALFORD. 
Kissimmee, Fla. 


Standing Up or Sitting Down 


To the Editors: 


The District of Columbia has a way of 
leading the nation in lofty thinking. Just 
now our public officials are debating the 
question whether a man can get drunker 
sitting down or standing up. The present 
regulations prohibiting the retail sale of 
liquor except to persons seated at tables 
was designed to prevent the return of 
the disgraceful old bar of saloon days. 
The only good thing that can be said 
about the terribly loose liquor situation 
here is that we have no bars. But appar- 
ently we are to have them. Already we 
have the greatest per capita liquor con- 
sumption in the United States. 

Make no mistake about it—this is a 
drive to get the old bars back. Most of 
those who want the bars don’t care a 
picayune whether a man gets drunk sit- 
ting down or standing up. Their aim is 
to sell liquor, and they feel they can sell 
much more of it with bars. 

Modern bars are even worse than the 
old ones because men and women drink 
together at them. If a man presents a 
heroic sight with his foot on a brass rail 
and a glass of whiskey in his hand, a 
girl does not. 

Anyway, I hope the nation appreciates 
the high tone of our public debates. e 

WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 
Washington, D. C. 


Rings the Bell 


To the Editors: 

Dr. Frank W. Price’s article in your 
Jan. 13 issue rings the bell. It is a mar- 
vellous inspiration to know our church 


is represented by such forward-looking, 
devoted, Christian statesmen, 

Surely our Foreign Missions Commit- 
tee in its wisdom will give great weight 
to his suggestions as to methods of col- 
laboration with the Church of Christ in 
China and to his analysis of the most 
fruitful fields of labor. 


THOMAS W. CURRIE. 
Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Two Tales of One City— 
And a Challenge 
To the Editors: 


There is a southern city that has built 
for itself national acclaim as a church- 
going city. It is a city of wealth, most 
of which is distributed among church- 
going people. 

It is a city with a background—pre- 
dominately Presbyterian. A background 
that goes back to the heroic days of 1776 
when one John Witherspoon, Presbyterian 
minister, led the way to a decision that 
gave liberty and freedom. It is a city of 
religious leadership that today is the home 
of some of the best known fundamental- 
ists of the south, 

It is a city in which most of the social 
activities center around church organiza- 
tions. If you were to move to this city 
and connect yourself with a good church 
organization, you would make fine friends 
and your stay would be most pleasant. 
With no church connection, it would be 
another story. 

Though a comparatively small city, it 
has 175 churches within its immediate 
vicinity. The majority of these are strong 
organizations with large budgets paid in 
to support their work. The total amount 
raised yearly by these 175 churches for 
the advancement of the kingdom is a 
heart-warming figure. 

But there is another tale to tell. This 
city has reached national acclaim in an- 
other field—its record for crime. 

Figuring on a basis of the number of 
murders committed per 1,000 population, 
this city stands in a place almost by it- 
self. It is far out in front of Chicago. 
It is far out in front of a great many 
of the most Godless cities of America, 
For crime it is close to the top rung of 
the ladder. 

This sounds incongruous, but it is true. 
It makes very unpleasant reading but it 
gives rise to some serious questions, 

First, is this situation peculiar to this 
city? In your city and mine is there not 
an analogous situation? 

Second, if this is true, why is the church 
failing to reach the unreached who live 
almost within its shadow? Are our 
churches evolving into clubs in which we 
worship, enjoy each other and spend & 
large part of our budget on ourselves in 
current expenses? Are we not inclined to 
stand off and thank God that we are not 
as other men are? Are we, Presbyterians 
especially, inclined to be too well satisfied 
over the fact that we have been elected? 

Third, is there an argument here in 
favor of church union? If these 175 
budgets were handled by one agency, 48 
would be the case if this were a Catholic 
city, would not the influence of the church 
be extended? 

Fourth, in a realistic world, is the Prot- 
estant Church today placing enough em- 
phasis on the social, economic and racial 
problems that are immediately confront- 
ing it? 

There is a challenge here to the Prot- 
estant Church. 


J. BROWNE EVANS. 
St. Pauls, N. C. 
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Parochial Schools 
Provided for in New 
Bill Before Congress 


Congressman Welsh Sponsors 


Federal Aid Measure 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A bill has 
been introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives which would appropriate 
$150,000,000 for elementary and sec- 
ondary parochial and public schools in 
the 1947 fiscal year. Under the terms 
of the measure, sponsored by Repre- 
sentative Richard J. Welch (R.-Cal.), 
the appropriation would be increased 
to $200,000,000 in 1948 and to $250,- 
000,000 each year thereafter. 

The Welch bill, which would be called 
the Educational Finance Act of 1947 
if passed, has been referred to the 
House Committee on Education for pub- 
lic hearings. 

According to the terms of the meas- 
ure, the United States Office of Edu- 
cation would administer the act and 
would furnish funds to all schools, re- 
gardless of ownership, on a pro rata 
basis. 


Catholic Leaders Favorable 


Catholic spokesmen here interpreted 
the measure as recognizing that paro- 
chial schools are ‘‘semi-public’”’ because 
“they serve the public good.” 

The maximum amount that could bs 
allotted for all non-public schools under 
the Welch bill, the Catholic spokesmen 
said, is $7,500,000 or slightly more than 
$2 a year for every child in non-public 
institutions. 

Some features of the proposal are 
similar to the Thomas-Hill-Taft meas- 
ure which was considered by the last 
Congress. The main difference between 
the two bills is that the Thomas-Hill- 
Taft legislation would prohibit states 
from granting non-public schools any 
Part of the Federal allotment unless 
they spent a similar amount of state 
and local funds for the same purpose. 

The Welch Bill offers two choices to 
the states, Catholic observers said. 
These are to distribute Federal funds 
directly to non-public schools in need, 
which would be expected to spend apn- 
Qually not less than $40 per child in 
average daily attendance, or to allow 
the Federal government to withhold a 
Pro rata amount of its allotment for 
direct distribution to non-public schools 
by the Commissioner of Education. 

Ninety-eight per cent of the funds, 


SOUTHWESTERN GRANTED SIX F'MC of NA Calls For 


MONTHS ADDITIONAL TIME 
TO REACH $2,000,000 MARK 


Southwestern in Memphis, falling 
short of its $2,000,000 objective as of 
December 31, has been granted a six 
months’ extension of time by the Gen- 
eral Education Board. Less than $100,- 
000 is needed to claim the full sum 
offered the institution. 

Of the 608 churches in the four sup- 
porting synods, 220 have reached or ex- 
ceeded the quotas which were assigned 
them. Six of the 16 presbyteries have 
reached or exceeded their quotas as 
follows: Red River, $10,500 over; 
East Mississippi, $5,000 over; Mobile, 
$4,500 over; Memphis, $2,800 over; 
Mississippi, $2,000 over, and Tusca- 
loosa, the full quota. 

Campaign leaders are confident that 
with the extension of time the last 
$100,000 of the conditional gift can be 
claimed. 


WAR RELIEF GOAL FOR 1947-48 
IS SET AT $600,000 


An appeal to the Presbyterian 
Church, US, for $600,000 for war relief 
has been agreed upon for 1947-48, ac- 
cording to action taken recently in a 
meeting of the Assembly’s permancnt 
committee on this need with the ad- 
visory committee from the synods. 
Members of the committee and others 
who know the needs of war-torn lands 
are enthusiastic about this greater 
challenge which is being given to the 
church. 

In commenting on the new objec- 
tive which is to be recommended to 
the Assembly, the Rev. Eugene L. 
Daniel, who has been directing this 
effort for the church, has declared, 
“This new goal is worthy of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States. 
It is in keeping with the unabated needs 
in war-torn lands. It is within the 
ability of our church membership.” 

Church gifts to war relief in recent 
years have risen from approximately 
$5,000 in 1941 to approximately $225,- 
000 in 1946. Many leaders feel that 
the church as a whole is beginning to 
understand the tremendous need which 
must be met and, therefore, they are 
confident that the $600,000 goal will 
be reached. 





under the act, would go to the various 
states and the remaining two per cent 
would be used for Federal administra- 
tive expenses. 


Editorial, page 8. 


Christian Program to 


Vie With Communism 
Conditions Making Anti-Religious 
Philosophy Acceptable to Be Studied 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (RNS)—-Formu- 
lation of a Christian program geared to 
compete on an ideological level with 
Communist propaganda was urged here 
in a resolution adopted by the 53rd 
annual meeting of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, represent- 
ing 123 Protestant mission boards and 
societies in this country and Canada, 

The resolution warned of a “steadily 
increasing adherence to the materialistic 
faith of Marxian philosophy,’”’ which it 
said has been fostered by ‘“‘the expansion 
of the influence of the USSR by military 
conquest, political coercion, and able 
propaganda.” 

Describing Communism as “basically 
anti-religious and anti-Christian” the 
resolution authorized the Conference’s 
administrative committee to make a 
special study of the facts concerning the 
spread of Communism as well as “‘those 
un-Christian social and economic condi- 
tions which predispose people to its ac- 
ceptance.” 


University in Japan Approved 


In another resolution the Conference 
voted to join with the Federal Council 
of Churches in establishing an interna- 
tional co-educational Christian univer- 
sity in Japan. It was suggested that a 
nation-wide fund raising campaign be 
launched with a goal of not less than 
$5,000,000 nor more than $15,000,000 
to support the project in its early stages. 

The Conference also voted in favor of 
increased church cooperation with gov- 
ernments and private agencies in wel- 
fare projects; and for the appointment 
of many more missionaries with techni- 
cal training to aid backward people in 
raising standards of living above a 
‘‘mere subsistence level.” 

It was resolved that the churches of 
North America and their agencies con- 
sider ways and means of eliminating 
racial discrimination ‘‘within and with- 
out” the church, wasteful duplication in 
church and national programs, sectarian 
rivalry, and unnecessarily elaborate 
church and institutional buildings. 

It was also voted that plans be made 
for holding a North American mission- 
ary assembly or conference in the near 
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future, Such an assembly, according to 
the proposal placed before the delegates, 
might he employed as a means to bring 
all mission boards in this country and 
Canada together in a large joint meet- 
ing. 

A realistic attempt must be made by 
the church to solve the economic and 
physical problems of mankind if Chris- 
tianity is to continue as a strong force 
in the world, delevates to the meeting 
were told by Leland S. Albright, as- 
sistant secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. 

Dr. Albright declared that if the 
church accepts the challenge of provid- 
ing physical relief and spiritual minis- 
try as a ‘“‘continuing and integral part 
of one process,” it must reorganize ac- 
cordingly. 

He proposed establishment within 
Protestant denominations of boards of 
overseas ministry to which would be 
assigned the responsibility for both re- 
lief and church aid in Europe, and for 
both relief and evangelism in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. 

Such a reorganization, he asserted, 
would demand reorientation of mission- 
ary thinking and would require the 
overhauling of long-established machin- 
ery, Success, he said, would represent 
a turning point in the Christian mission 
enterprise. 


Bonnell Lists First Sermon 
Topics on National Vespers 


With the first Sunday in February a 
new voice is being heard on the Amert- 
“ean Broadcasting Company’s network 
program, National Vespers—John Suth- 
erland Bonnell, pastor of the Fifth Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, New York. 
This program comes at 2:30 P. M. 
(EST). Dr. Bonnell’s sermon topics for 
his first 
National Vespers are as follows: 
February 2—‘‘The Glory and Tragedy 
of Man.” 
February 9 
February 16 
Tension.” 
February 23 


month as the minister of 


“Peace of Mind.”’ 
“Living Without Inner 


Getting Rid of Your 
Fears.”’ 

On the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany program, the National Radio Pul- 
pit, Ralph W. Sockman announced as 
his opening sermon in February, “‘The 
Keepers of Conscience.’’ This weekly 
broadcast is heard at 10:00 A. M. 
(EST) Sunday mornings over the net- 
work. For the remainder of the month 
Dr. Sockman will preach on the follow- 
ing topics: (February 9, 16, 23): 

“The Book That Follows Us.” 

‘When Duty Becomes Desire.” 

“When Is Virtue Old-Fashioned ?’”’ 

A weekday program of interest is the 
ABC’s “Gems for Thought,’’ Monday 
through Friday at 8:55 A. M. and 11:30 
P. M. 4(EST). Speaker on this five 
minute program on the Mondays of 
February (3, 10, 17, 24) is Joseph R. 
Sizoo, until recently minister of the St 
Nicholas Collegiate church, New York 
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In Shanghai and Chinkiang 


By WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR.* 





Chinkiang, China, 
December 29, 1946. 
Dr. Fulton and I arrived in Shanghai 
on December 20, after a voyage of 
thirty-three days. We came on the S. S. 
Fairland, a Waterman Co. freighter, 
via the Panama Canal and Honolulu— 
clear skies and smooth seas—but after 
we had passed the Islands we encoun- 
tered high winds and mountainous 
waves. For four or five days we bat- 





DR. ELLIOTT 
In China, many surprises 


tled heavy seas, and arrived in Shang- 
hai three days behind schedule. 

We were met by Mr. S. C. Farrior 
and Dr. Lewis Lancaster. Mr. Farrior 
is serving as our mission treasurer and 
lives in Shanghai. Dr. Lancaster is 
located now in Chinkiang. He is chair- 
man of our survey committee, and is 
erving as our guide and interpreter. 

Our first three days were spent with 
Mr. and Mrs. Farrior in our missionary 
guest house at 14 Route Winling. I 
preached in the Community chureh in 
Sunday morning (the 
membership of this church is composed 
of Christians from 25 nations and 43 
denominations), and heard a program 
of Christmas music at the Chinese ‘‘Y” 
in the afternoon. It was thrilling to 
hear these Christian Chinese young peo- 
ple, 35 of them, singing the finest of 
nativity music. 

On Tuesday morning, December 24, 
we came by train to Chinkiang, where 
our Goldsby King Hospital is located, 
and spent Christmas with the Lancas- 
ters. They were lovely to us, and their 
cordial hospitality relieved some of the 
loneliness we felt because of our ab- 
sence from loved ones at home. We 
have also enjoyed our association with 
Miss Charlotte Dunlap, one of our fine 
nurses, who has rendered a magnificent 
service in this hospital. During our 


Shanghai on 


stay here we have made a rather thor- 
ough inspection of our mission prop- 
erty. Some of it has been completely 
destroyed by the Japanese, and all of 
it has been either looted or mutilated. 
The hospital buildings and doctors’ 
residences have suffered the least. We 
visited our native churches, and had a 
conference with their leaders. Chin- 
kiang is a city of approximately 400,000 
people. Our survey committee feels 
that this is a strategic center, and that 
our work here should be_ greatly 
strengthened in the future. 


By Truck to Tsing Kiang Pu 


Early tomorrow morning we will 
leave by truck for Tsing Kiang Pu, 
where we expect to spend a couple of 
days, and then on to Sutsien and 
Suchowfu. We are eager to get this 
northern trip behind us before more 
cold and rain make the roads im- 
passable. We expect to make the trip 
in an UNRRA truck, and in the com- 
pany of some of the UNRRA staff who 
are working in Tsing Kiang Pu. One 
of our own missionaries, the Rev. R. P. 
(Pete) Richardson, is directing the 
UNRRA program in this province. He 
has been most helpful to our missions, 
and to Dr. Fulton and me. The trip 
to Tsing Kiang Pu takes about eight 
hours by truck, and almost three days 
by launch up the Grand Canal. We are 
glad that the roads are now passable, 
and we can go by truck. The weather 
is very coid and damp, and we did not 
relish the thought of three days on a 
launch without any heat day or night, 
and very poor food. 


The weather in eastern China this 
time of year is horrid, and we have 
suffered some from the cold. There is 
a great scarcity of fuel over here, and 
what is available is just “out of sight” 
in price. Our missionaries are heating 
only one room now, and one finds very 
few public buildings or shops, even in 
Shanghai, that have any heat at all. 
We are wearing every kind of woolen 
garment we can get on, and feel as 
stuffed as Santa Claus. 

The weather, the poverty, the filth, 
and the heathenism are all very de- 
pressing, especially to one who has never 
been to the Orient before, and I have 
had many surprises. The need for the 
Gospel, and its resultant benefits, is 
appalling. What a challenge to the 
churches, and what an opportunity for 
the investment of life and money! 


*Dr. Elliott, pastor of the Highland 
Park church, Dallas, and a member of 
the Assembly’s Executive Committee on 
Foreign Missions, and Dr. Fulton, the 
executive secretary, are on an inspec- 
tion trip of mission areas in the Orient. 
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Here is one of the most significant challenges in foreign mission 
policy and support which Southern Presbyterians face today 


Japan---A Laboratory Test 


By PAUL HUTCHINSON* 


ROTESTANT missionaries newly returned to Japan 

celebrated the fifth anniversary of Pearl Harbor by 

spending the afternoon and evening discussing the 
changed conditions under which they resume their work. 
An invitation from the Commission of Six—the mission- 
aries chosen by the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America to act as a sort of general staff in planning mis- 
sion rehabilitation and in representing Protestant interests 
before the military occupation authorities—made it possi- 
ble for me to attend this historic meeting. I say ‘“his- 
toric,” because it was the first general meeting of mission- 
aries in Japan since before the war, and because the mis- 
sionary group showed itself ready to endorse policies which 
would put an entirely new face on the mission enterprise. 
If the proposals I heard approved go into effect, the 
non-Roman Christian world will presently see their thir- 
teen major denominations sinking their sectarian inter- 
ests sufficiently to conduct their work on an entire mission 
field as a coordinated and largely unified whole. 

It wasn’t a very large meeting. The entire company 
was able to squeeze into the living and dining rooms of 
“Ted’’? Walser’s former home in the Presbyterian mission. 
Only 34 Protestant missionaries had got back to Japan 
by Pearl Harbor Day. Eighty-four had been cleared with 
SCAP (the initials always used to identify the Supreme 
Command for the Allied Powers, the military government 
of Japan) and it is hoped that by soon after Christmas a 
hundred may be on the ground. Not quite as many Catho- 
lic missionaries have been cleared. All who are allowed 
back now must have had previous experience in Japan, 
speak the language and be able to show that they have 
available adequate shelter, food and support. At the Tokyo 
meeting there were four missionaries of the United Church 
of Canada, three of-the Northern Baptist Convention, two 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, two of the Evan- 
gelical Church, six Presbyterians, six Methodists, two Con- 
gregationalists, a Quaker and a secretary of the Y. M. C. 
A. As can be seen, this was a high proportion of the Prot- 
estant missionary body now in Japan. Its recommenda- 
tions therefore carry great weight as coming from a policy- 
making group. : 

Since the old Fellowship of Christian Missionaries held 
its last meeting in, I think, 1939, the conditions under 
which missionaries work in Japan have radically changed. 
From being the cockiest, most self-assured people in the 
Orient, the Japanese have been thrust by defeat into the 
depths of poverty and recrimination against their past 
guides. In the agony of their shattered pride they are 
reaching out desperately for whatever offers promise of 
bringing their nation back to strength and _ influence. 
Naturally, the things that they are most inclined to reach 
after are the values of techniques which, they believe, 
account for the strength of their conquerors. One of these, 
they suspect, has been Christianity. Consequently, there 
is a wide-open door before Christian evangelists such as 
they have never known before. A Japanese who embraces 
Christianity is no longer in danger of being pursued as 
anti-patriotic by some Nipponese Dies’ committee; the dan- 
ger is that he may become a Christian as a means of ex- 
Pressing a perverted form of nationalism, a desire to see 
his country climb into a front seat on the conqueror’s 
bandwagon. 





*Managing editor, The Christian Century. Dr. Hutchin- 
son has been on a round-the-world tour, studying situa- 
tions which the church faces in many lands. This article 
is copyrighted by The Christian Century and is reproduced 
here by the kind permission of the publishers. 


I 


Along with this change in the attitude toward Chris- 
tianity has gone an equally striking change in the char- 
acter of the Christian church. Government pressure during 
the war forced all the non-Roman churches into a single 
body, the Kyodan, or Church of Christ in Japan. There 
has been a good deal of criticism in the United States 
over the readiness of the various denominations in Japan 
to bow to the fiat of the government. But the point is 
that, now that government pressure has been removed, 
most of the denominations show no desire to return to the 
old sectarian order. With the exception of the Anglicans, 
the Seventh Day Adventists, and, it seems probable, the 
Southern Baptists, plus a smattering of small ‘“‘come-outer” 
groups, Japan’s Protestants are determined to go right on 
in their Kyodan. They believe that it was one of the 
strange workings of God’s purpose that united them in one 
church, and they mean to stay united. Here also is a fun- 
damental shift in the Japanese situation with which the 
returning missionaries must reckon. 

The missionary picture in Japan, therefore, in its main 
outlines looks about like this: A united Japanese church— 
the Kyodan—with about 185,000 members; a Roman 
Catholic community of about 125,000; the remainder of 
the approximately 375,000 Christians in the Orthodox, An- 
glican and independent Protestant bodies: a small but 
carefully selected missionary body which, by the end of 
1947, is likely to number about 400, Protestant and Catho- 
lic. The churches and missions have suffered enormous 
property losses. The Kyodan, for instance, lost almost 
600 of its 5,000 churches, most of them in cities. Schools 
likewise suffered heavily. Reconstruction costs at present 
are virtually prohibitive. But most congregations are 
meeting—many in private homes—and practically all 
Christian schools have managed somehow or other to re- 
open. Meanwhile, thirteen of the principal denominations 
in the United States and Canada have resolved to reorgan- 
ize their work in Japan so that they will act unitedly to 
support and cooperate with the United Church. 


II 


Here is set up a laboratory test in ecumenical Chris- 
tianity. It is a test for which most of the younger 
churches of the East have long been praying. Nothing 
becomes clearer, as one searches the minds of Christian 
leaders in India, China and Japan, than their longing for a 
united church. The objections to union which seem in- 
surmountable in the West—such matters as the validity 
of orders and the need for a single confessional formula- 
tion—mean little to them. I found, for example, the 
Chinese Methodist bishop in Peiping quietly resentful of 
the missionary pressure which he held responsible for un- 
dermining the federation achieved by the non-Roman 
churches of north China during the war. As I have writ- 
ten in an earlier letter, it is Indian insistence which is 
bringing into being the United Church of South India. 
And in Japan, the Western influence which has produced 
such breaks from the ranks of the Kyodan as have come, 
is deplored. A reflection of the Japanese attitude is to be 
found in the decision of ten leaders of the Anglican com- 
munion, including the rectors of three Tokyo churches and 
of the important churches at Kobe, Sapporo and Kyushu, 
to stay in the Kyodan. Another is the resentment at al- 
leged American pressure to force the United Lutherans 
out of the union and hence to deprive the United Church 
of the buildings in which its theological seminary is housed. 

In India and China the urge toward unity is still in 
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process of expressing itself. But in Japan the union of 
the overwhelming majority of non-Roman bodies is an 
accomplished fact. The Kyodan is a going concern. And 
the ecumenical test now to be faced involves the ability 
of the Western, missionary-sending churches to match this 
will to union of the Christians of Japan. Will they find 
a way to sink their sectarian differences and make their 
missionary work a united enterprise as the work of the 
Japanese churches in the Kyodan is a united enterprise? 

The thirteen denominations that sent out the Commis- 
sion of Six are determined to give it a good try. Their 
missionaries already back in Japan, as I discovered in that 
Pearl Harbor Day meeting, are determined that the effort 
to conduct a united missionary program shall succeed. In 
fact, they are ready to go even farther than they believe 
their home boards will go. When someone in the Tokyo 
meeting asked, “‘Does this program we are recommending 
to our home boards mean that we will pool all our prop- 
erty? Does it mean that a Presbyterian missionary could 
be sent to live in a Methodist house to advise in the ad- 
ministration of a Congregational school?”’ the answer was, 
“Why not?” While the proposals the missionaries will 
send back to their home boards are not yet in final form 
and hence cannot be quoted here, I violate no confidence 
in reporting that they will recommend the closest approach 
to a complete merging of missionary forces, resources and 
programs ever seen on a major mission field. 

Everyone says this is a time of unparalleled opportunity 
for Christianity in Japan. I ran across an article in the 
Nippon Times, Tokyo’s English-language daily, by Prof. 
Daisetsu Suzuki of Otani University, Kyoto, whom the 
newspaper identified as Japan’s foremost authority on Zen 
Buddhism. “Before the war,” wrote Dr. Suzuki, ‘‘Chris- 
tianity did not apparently make such good progress as its 
well-wishers might ave hoped, but now the prospects are 
very bright, «cause for many reasons young Japanese 
are likely *« find Christianity very attractive. If only as 
a rescion against the militaristic oppression under which 
they suffered, young minds will gladly rally under the 
banner of liberalism.’’ And the Kyoto professor went on 
to argue that only this advance of Christianity could suf- 
fice to awaken Japanese Buddhism from what he called its 
feudalistic stupor. 

The same assertion of missionary opportunity is made 
by non-Christian business men and labor leaders, educa- 
tors, Japanese pastors—everyone with whom one talks. 
I heard it in most emphatic form from the lips of General 
MacArthur. The Kyodan evangelistic campaign for 3,- 
000,000 new members in three years is attracting such 
crowds as to confirm all such judgments. Kagawa, who 
remains the headliner among the evangelists, is so over- 
whelmed by the response that he is charging admission 
to his meetings—5 yer for a series of three meetings— 
and still the halls aren’t large enough to hold the throngs. 
But the income thus obtained largely helps to finance the 
campaign. Of course, there are obvious dangers in such 
a state of affairs. A mass conversion to “Americanism” 
rather than to Christianity would have lamentable after- 
effects. Great wisdom and the utmost in close Christian 
cooperation will be required to escape such an aftermath. 


Il 


Some of the planning which the mission boards are 
doing gives evidence of this wisdom and cooperative spirit. 
The project for a Christian university, which . . 7 Dr. T. T. 
Brumbaugh, is over here to explore, furnishes a case in 
point. If this goes over, it will be because all the prin- 
cipal missions put themselves behind it and because the 
university founders are wise enough to see that the pri- 
mary requirement is not buildings or endowment, but a 
faculty which can compel national attention and respect. 
Christian education suffered in prestige in Japan during 
the prewar years from being popularly regarded as in- 
ferior in quality to that offered in the government univer- 
sities and in such first-rate private universities as Waseda 
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and Keio. I have been told that most Japanese educators 
are still skeptical of the ability of the Christian mission- 
ary enterprise to produce a university faculty of con- 
spicuous ability. It is reassuring to see that those who 
are pushing the university project recognize that they face 
a qualitative and not a quantitative problem. 

The total situation in this postwar Japan is much too 
fluid and exposed to conflicting influences to permit any 
confident prediction as to what is going to happen to 
Christianity here. Of one things, however, I am sure. The 
Japanese Christian community is going to be one of the 
vital spots in the religious world to watch during the next 
five to ten years. If it succeeds in gearing together a 
united church and a united missionary endeavor, a Chris- 
tian Japan (in the sense of a land profoundly influenced 
by Christian thought and values) is within the realm of 
the attainable. And if that should come to pass it would 
of course have a tremendous effect on the whole Far East. 

But if the effort to coordinate such united movements 
breaks down, because of sectarian shortsightedness in the 
missionary-sending churches, it will rupture some and 
weaken all of the bonds between the Eastern and Western 
churches. This is an hour, therefore, when all ecumeni- 
cally minded Christians in the West should be giving earn- 
est thought to the question as to how they can most ef- 
fectively show their sympathy and support for the Kyodan 
and for the missionaries who, confronted with this day of 
opportunity, are determined that no denominational fac- 
tionalism shall be permitted to fritter it away. 


BOOK SECTION 


THE CRATER’S EDGE. By Stephen Bagnall. William 
Morrow & Company, New York. 154 pages. $2.00. 

This novel is the story of a man who has fied God down 
the arches of the years, turning at last to find him in utter 
humility. Simon Dean awakes to find himself in a bomb 
crater, or a shell hole, he cannot be sure which; but, this 
he knows, ‘For the first time he really looked the fact 
of death squarely in the face.” Death—the great re- 
vealer—causes him to look back over his life and he 
senses poignantly the utter loneliness and incompleteness 
of it. Skillfully the author has Simon Dean tell us his story. 
It is a story of how love for music, rich friendships, pure 
and unselfish love, are not enough to fill the void. As he lay 
dying he knows that the ‘“‘Hound of Heaven” has finally 
caught him. 

The author has a rich and very readable style. His think- 
ing is deep and penetrating. 





TOM B. ANDERSON. 
McComb, Miss. 


SPEAK THE SIN SOFTLY. By Cy Caldwell. Julian Mess- 
ner, New York. 332 pages. $2.75. 

I am one of those (I suppose there are others) who has 
the idea that a novel ought to tell a gripping story. There 
was little belief in my mind that this book would meet 
such a test. But after reading some time I discovered that 
its story of a young Roman Catholic priest sent from Italy 
to his first charge in Ecuador was quite engaging. A 
lovable character is presented in a young man who naively 
goes about his task with the Lord taking care of the naive 
as he seems to do. Not only the common people, but bandits 
and the shrewd leaders of the church were won. Two pros- 
titutes were also won, who in turn provide the material 
for a good part of the story as they try to lead the priest 
astray.- The psychology of temptation, the revulsion to 
ecclesiastical intrigue and the final realization by the priest 
that he must kill to protect others, is accurately and in- 
terestingly portrayed. 

While not directly concerned with promoting the Catholic 
Church in that part of the world, the novel is subtle propa- 
ganda in that the Church is gentle criticized by the noble 
character of one of its own, while the Protestant Church 
is caricatured in a woman missionary who was a senseless, 
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unlovely fanatic, married to a grocery clerk who longed 
to be back in Ohio. 


THOMAS C. BARR. 
Nashville. 


TALE OF THE TWAIN. By Sam Constantino, Jr. Harper 
Bros., New York. 295 pp. $2.50. 


This novel by the author of “Amen, Amen,” opens the 
whole area of Japanese-American tensions of the past six 
years in the person of an Eurasian girl with a Japanese 
father and an American mother. An American Air Corps 
sergeant and a Japanese soldier give an unusual turn to 
both plot and romance. But it could hardly be denied 
that the author is trying to deliver himself on too many 
subjects; race tensions in California, war psychology in 
Japan, democratic forces in Japan and the pattern for the 
future of that defeated land. Covering all this makes the 
book jumpy and sermonic, while the suggested solutions 
are hardly more than hinted at. On the other hand, the 
book is different and interesting, and is that rare novel 
that can be read without blushing. 

Milledgeville, Ga. JOHN S. McMULLEN. 


THE DISTINCTIVE IDEAS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
By Norman H. Smith. M. A. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia... 257 pages. $2.75. 


The author believes that Christian Theology has leaned 
too heavily upon Greek thought, and is therefore at va- 
riance with Biblical Theology. The goal of the Hebrew 
prophets was knowledge of God; that of the Greek Phil- 
osophers, knowledge of man. The attempt to mediate be- 
tween these two has resulted in the neglect of Biblical 
ideas. From the Bible point of view, as we seek peace 
with God, we begin from no speculations as to natural 
good in man; we look to the power of the Holy Spirit bring- 
ing man to God. 

Prominent among the distinctive ideas treated are: the 
holiness of God; God’s righteousness, more than ethical, 
gracious and tending toward salvation; love, from God to 
man and from man to God; the Spirit of the Lord, the 
life-giving power of God in the lives of men, enabling them 
to be and to do what would be impossible in their own 
ability. 

Those who are looking for light upon the Bible and light 
from the Bible will find this book very interesting and help- 
ful. " 

E. D. KERR. 
Decatur, Ga. 


PREFACE TO RELIGION. By Rt. Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, 
Ph. D., D. D., of the Catholic Pniversity of America. (Im- 
primatur: the Archbishop of New York.) P. J. Kenedy & 
Sons, 12 Barclay Street, New York, 228 pages. $2.50. 


All the qualities that make the author this reviewer’s 
favorite radio preacher have gone into this book. Here 
is a presentation of Christianity in outline which is clear, 
warm, suggestive, persuasive. Leave out chapters 6, 7 and 
9 (on the church, sacraments and pugatory) and there 
would be little to which any good conservative Protestant 
could object. Lf there is occasional nonsense (as when on 
Pp. 122 we are told that it shocks the church to see a body 
cremated) and if now and then the bachelor author’s illus- 
trations from married life seem inept, we can overlook these 
faults in view of the strong and genuine Christianity of the 
book as a whole. 

That every position is inexorably conservative is to be 
expected. The close kinship between fundamentalism and 
Roman Catholicism (despite hard words on both sides) 
comes out here. One finds such doctrines as that God made 
men in order to reveal his love; man’s literal fall; the 
federal headship of Adam; the uselessness of trying to be 
good in order to come to God; that redemption must come 
from without but be done from within; Christ the God- 
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Man, the new Adam; the Virgin Birth breaking the heritage 
of sin. The entire argument, indeed, is on fundamentalist 
premises; it is hard to see how, once accepting them, a 
fundamentalist who follows Monsignor Sheen’s argument 
could logically: stop outside the Roman communion. Never- 
theless, the whole spirit and effect of the book transcends 
particular types of Christianity. The chapters on Faith, 
Hope, and Charity can profoundly affect any Christian. 

Throughout the book occur succinct and striking sum- 
maries of truth to which every sort of Christian would 
agree. For example: The essence of Christianity ‘“‘before 
all else, consists in being re-created, re-made and incor- 
porated into the risen Christ, so that we live his life, 
think his thoughts and will his love.” (p. 65.) “Chris- 
tianity is not a system of ethics; it is a life. It is not good 
advice; it is divine adoption.” (p. 120.) ‘“‘You cannot ar- 
gue, or study, or reason, or hypnotize, or whip yourself 
into faith. Faith is a gift of God. When anyone instructs 
you in Christian doctrine, he does not give you faith. He 
is only a spiritual agriculturist. . . It is God who drops 
the seed.”’ (p. 187.) ‘ 


K. J. FOREMAN. 
Davidson, N. C. 


JESUS THE MESSIAH. By William Manson. Westmin- 
ster Press, Philadelphia. 267 pages. $2.75. 


This is a profoundly scholarly work, which breaks new 
ground in the study of the Synoptic Gospels. It is an at- 
tempt to determine how closely the structure of the Chris- 
tian faith presented to us in the first three Gospels is 
related to authentic historic data lying behind them. The 
basic facts on which the author builds are: (1) the 
acknowledgement of Jesus as Messiah by the early church 
from the first; and (2) the fact that in the light of the 
tragedy of Jesus’ death, this belief in His Messiahship must 
have been based not on the church’s imagination, but on 
materials to be found in the mind of Jesus before his death. 

Working from these basic principles, a careful examina- 
tion of Jesus’ “signs,’”’ his teaching, his Messianic self- 
consciousness, and his thought of his death, as recorded 
in the Synoptic Gospels is undertaken. In each instance, 
the author concludes that Jesus himself is the source of 
the tradition, rather than the tradition having been an 
incongruous imposition on the historic Jesus. This con- 
clusion runs counter both to some of the conclusions of 
Form Criticism and to the Oriental-Myth theory of explain- 
ing Synoptic origins. 

One great value of the book is the clarity with which 
it demonstrates the relation of the Synoptic tradition to the 
prophetic religion of the Old Testament. It was in the 
Old Testament concepts of Davidic Messiah, Suffering 
Servant and Son of Man that Jesus found the forms in 
which his self-consciousness of a divine mission took final 
expression. This is not a book for popular consumption, 
but is a “must” book for all who are studying into the 
question of Gospel origins. : 


DONALD G. MILLER. 


HOW TO ENJOY STUDYING THE BIBLE. Joseph M. 
Gettys. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 52 pp. 50c. 


This revised and enlarged edition of the booklet pub- 
lished last year is designed to assist the Bible student in 
developing a technique of independent and inductive in- 
terpretation. It is no exposition of the content of Scripture 
but rather a guide to discovering the emphasis of the 
sacred writers through an examination of their form of 
literary expression. It will be of value only to those who 
are willing to follow the suggested devices of study to 
the point of acquiring facility in the use of this method. 

E. ASHBY JOHNSON. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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EDITORIAL 





The Camel’s Nose Again 


Public hearings are to be announced 
with regard to the Welch bill (H. R. 
156) offered in the House of Repre- 
sentatives whereby federal aid will be 
made available to non-public, tax- 
exempt schools of secondary grade or 
less (story on page three). A similar 
bill (S. 199) has been introduced in 
the upper house by Senator George D. 
Aiken (R.-Vt.). These proposals are 
winning quick and enthusiastic support 
from Roman Catholics. In an editorial 
(prepared by the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference’ in Washington) 
calling for ‘‘Federal Aid to All Schools,” 
the Birmingham-published Catholic 
Week says: 

“The Welch Bill render(s) to the 
private schools the prestige which they 
deserve—a recognition that like the 
public schools in the nation they are 
promoting the general welfare by train- 
ing children for citizenship in the United 
States.” 

Senator Aiken, in commenting on his 
bill, says the principle of federal aid 
is already recognized “in legal pro- 
visions for tax exemptions for such 
schools. The further extension of this 


principal to include reimbursement for 
an important part of the operating ex- 
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penses of non-public, tax-exempt schools 
is proposed as a measure of equity that 
would be both generally acceptable and 
practicable in administration.” 

Last fall the various Presbyterian 
synods expressed themselves in no un- 
certain terms in opposition to a similar 
bill which had been introduced in the 
last Congress. (OUTLOOK editorial, 
Sept. 9.) These sentiments should now 
be communicated to the House Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, of 
which Fred A. Hartley (N. J.) is chair- 
man, and to the Senate Committee on 
Labor and Public Welfare, of which 
Senator Taft is chairman. 

The idea of federal aid to public edu- 
cation is a good one—with the safe- 
guards which these bills carry—but the 
additional provision of such aid to non- 
public schools has such dangerous im- 
plications that it should be eliminated 
from consideration. Individuals and 
groups should not hesitate to let their 
senators and representatives know their 
opposition to this proposed legislation. 


Southwestern Must Do It 


For some weeks Southwestern in 
Memphis has been very near a magnifi- 
cent accomplishment. It has been with- 
in $100,000 of reaching the $2,000,000 
goal required by the General Education 
Board if its own gift of $500,000 should 
be claimed. Leaders of the campaign in 
the four synods and sixteen presby- 
teries have renewed their energies to 
bring an over-the-top report by Decem- 
ber 31. But the effort fell short by 
some thousands of dollars. 

Now the General Education Board 
has granted a six months’ extension of 
time and 388 churches in Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee 
which have not reached their quotas 
will have another chance. Presbytery 
leaders will seek to measure up to the 
sort of achievements as those already 
won by Red River, East Mississippi, 
Memphis, Mississippi and Tuscaloosa. 

Friends of Southwestern and of 
Christian education all over the church 
will be pulling for this final effort to 
see it accomplished long before next. 
June 30. 


United Effort in Japan 


Issues discussed in Dr. Hutchinson’s 
illuminating article on page five de- 
serve the most serious thought and the 
most heart-searching prayer of which we 
are capable. While it is true that our 
church is only one of a number in- 
volved in the missionary enterprise in 
Japan it must also be borne in mind 
that with such an opportunity confront- 
ing us the contribution and the en- 
thusiastic support of every Christian 
in all the world is of tremendous im- 
portance. It is unthinkable that we 
should not join wholeheartedly in seek- 
ing to realize unitedly the best possi- 
bilities which lie before us there. We 
shail await the recommendations of Dr. 
Fulton, Dr. Elliott and other mission- 
ary leaders to that end and with keen 
anticipation. In all history has the 
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church been confronted by a more 
heart-warming opportunity than that 
which exists in Japan today? 


GUEST EDITORS 


While the Iron Is Hot 


For the Associate Reformed and 
Southern Presbyterian churches, the 
next few weeks will be determinative, 
Without definite concert of purpose, the 
two bodies have undertaken simultane- 
ous campaigns of cvangelism covering a 
period of years. Under the leadership 
of the Synod of Georgia and Columbia 
Seminary, a school of evangelism has 
just closed in which both the denomina- 
tions took conspicuous part. A con- 
siderable number of Presbyterian minis- 
ters representing Georgia and neighbor- 
ing states, and more than forty Associ- 
ate Reformed Presbyterian ministers 
from representative areas of the Gen- 
eral Synod, caught a vision of the pos- 
sibilities of home visitation evangelism. 
It would be safe to say that no minister 
who took part in the school could escape 
the feeling that this method holds great 
promise for his own church and commu- 
nity, and doubtless many left with the 
purpose to put it into operation. 

We sound this note of warning: The 
present is the moment to strike. . 
Too much waiting and weighing of the 
situation is more likely than not to re- 
sult in giving up what seems so prac- 
ticable and promising. . 

If we “strike while the iron is hot,” 
the Two-Year-Program of Evangelism 
will be recorded in our history as a great 
undertaking greatly carried out. If not, 
it will probably dry up like a desert 
stream in the thirsty sands. 


—ASSOCIATE REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN. 





Disturbing Facts 


The first publication to come from 
the office of Price H. Gwynn since he 
became director of leadership education 
in the Presbyterian Church, USA, is 
good for Presbyterians generally— 
North, South, East and West. It is &@ 
manual for use in ‘‘A Mission to Teach- 
ers,” entitled ‘“‘Reaching Others for 
Christ.’’** It sounds a note of challenge. 
It should be read and studied seriously 
first of all by sessions and by pastors; 
then by all the leaders in local congre- 
gations. Chapter headings ask, ‘‘Did 
You Ever See Christ Walking?” “Chris- 
tianity and Social Evils: Any Connec- 
tion?” “Why Do They (the Unchurch- 
ed) Stay Away?” ‘Am I My Brother’s 
Keeper?” and “What Is Your Reach?” 

There are some unpleasant facts pre- 
sented in the book; but they are facts. 
If we are wise we shall be willing to 
face them and come to terms with their 
demands. 


*Board of Christian Education, 
Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 
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JUSTICE AT NUERNBERG 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“For three transgressions of Edom, 
yea for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because he did 
pursue his brother with the sword, and 
did cast off all pity.”” Amos 1:11. 


HE VERDICTS at Nuernberg have 

been attacked by many as unjust. 

Most of the criticisms boil down 
to two. First, is it right that the vic- 
tors should judge the vanquished? And 
second, did the Germans do anything 
that patriots in general do not do in 
wartime? Especially, are the records of 
America, the United Kingdom, Russia, 
France, quite clear? Have we our- 
selves never been guilty of wars of 
aggression? 

The present writer can lay no claim 
to the competence of a jurist. His chief 
acquaintance with the case (aside from 
the press) is derived from reading some 
scathing denunciations of the verdict 
and indeed of the whole procedure; 
from listening for three hours to one 
of America’s representatives, Judge 
John J. Parker, on and off the record, 
describing the trial in some detail; and 
from reading ‘“‘The Case Against the 
Nazi War Criminals,” by Robert H. 
Jackson (Knopf, 1946). Granting that 
perfect justice is never done, that no 
judge and no jury can be free from sin, 
it is hard to see how anyone who has 
examined the facts can come to any 
other conclusion but that the trial was 
fair and that on the whole, justice was 
done. 

Three points at least 
clear. 


seem quite 


H® TRIAL was fairly conducted. 

True, it was carried out by the 

victors; but who else could or 
would have done it? It is notable that 
Anglo-Saxon, not French or Russian, 
procedures were adopted; this means 
that, as in our courts, the defendants 
were held to be innocent unless their 
guilt could be positively proved. Every 
opportunity was given the defendants to 
gather their facts and to present their 
case. No affidavits were accepted if the 
witnesses were personally available to 
the court. If partiality was shown, it 
was in the judges’ leaning backward to 
avoid anything that might even faintly 
resemble “railroading”? the prisoners to 
the gallows. The simple fact that some 
of the defendants received relatively 
light sentences, and that some were ac- 
quitted entirely, shows that it was a 
Teal trial and not a lynching party. 


HE CRIMES charged against the 
T defendants were not acts which 

had been labeled criminal only 
for the purpose of this trial. Had such 
been the case, this would have been an 
example of ‘‘ex post facto” law; but it 
was not the case. Critics of Nuernberg 


seem to think that the accused were 
charged simply with making war or 
with being cruel. This was not it. They 
were not convicted on mere technical 
or incidental transgressions of interna- 
tional conventions. They were charged 
with “guilt on planned and intended 
conduct that involved moral as well as 
legal wrong.”’ As Justice Jackson went 
on to say, “It is not because they 
yielded to the normal frailties of human 
beings that we accuse them. It is their 
abnormal and inhuman conduct that 
brings them to this bar.’’ 


Specifically, the indictment was on 
four counts: (1) Engaging in a com- 
mon plan or conspiracy to commit, or 
which involved the commission of, cer- 
tain crimes; (2) Crimes against peace: 
i. e., planning and waging a war of ag- 
gression in violation of treaties and 
agreements; (3) War crimes: i. e., vio- 
lations of the laws and customs of war; 
(4) Crimes against humanity: namely 
murder, extermination, enslavement, 
deportation and other inhumane acts. 
These were not commonplace actions, 
called ‘‘crimes” for the purpose of that 
trial only; these have been recognized 
as crimes for many a generation. Such 
acts have been committed before; 
probably every country sending judges 
to the trial had been guilty, at some 
time in its history, of similar wrongs, 
although generally on a smaller scale. 
But if you wait till you can get a 
nation with pure and undefiled hands, 
before you can bring the guilty to judg- 
ment, you will wait in vain. A judge 
who stole apples from his neighbor’s 
tree in his youth is not thereby de- 
barred from finding a prisoner guilty of 


grand larceny. Justice may have been 
tardy, she usually is. But the fact re- 
mains that if ever in the history of 
civilized man there was a clear and 
open case for the alleging of obviously 
criminal acts, it was so at Nuernberg. 


HE charges were proved to the 
hilt. The accused were not found 
guilty out of the mouths of their 

enemies nor of those whom they had 
chiefly injured (these being now dead). 
The defendants, with Teutonic thor- 
oughness, had kept abundant records, 
they had made innumerable yards cf 
film. They even boasted in the court- 
room of their acts. They were not 
‘tools’; theirs were the brains and the 
organizing skill, the rank and the au- 
thority, that stood and plotted behind 
all the little criminals. Their respon- 
sibility was unquestionable; what they 
did was more than abundantly proved; 
they went to their deaths the fully con- 
victed ‘‘planners and designers, inciters 
and leaders without whose evil achi- 
tecture the world would not for so 
long have been scourged with the vio- 
lence and lawlessness . . of this ter- 
rible war.” 


If ever justice was done in any hu- 
man court it was done at Nuernberg. 
Christians have no need to apologize 
for the trials or to feel that the whole 
thing was hypocritical. On the con- 
trary, we have lived to see a heartening 
example of international conscience in 
action. Elementary morality has at last 
begun to invade the last stronghold of 
resistance—trelationships between na- 
tions. The demand of Amos rings in 
men’s ears again. Not only now the 
slum-born criminal, but the highly- 
placed international plotter against the 
peace of the world, shall be called to 
account by the justice of mankind, for 
that he cast off all pity and did pursue 
his brother with the sword. 
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Middle Ground 


An Ohio Pastor recently inquired 
“Would you fight as hard against 
Rightist Reactionarism as you have 
fought against Leftist Radicalism’’? 
The answer is an emphatic YES. 

We can imagine exactly that reversal, 
but it is still a long way off. Freedom’s 
present peril is leftist radicalism, not re- 
actionarism, and it is with NOW we 
must first deal. 

The nation has been pushed so far left 
of center that concerted effort will be 
required for a long time, to get back to 
Middle Ground—the ground where capi- 
tal F Freedom takes root—the ground 
to which Christian Leaders are dedi- 
cated. 

Communists, Redists, Fascists, So- 
cialists and advocates of other forms of 
pagan stateism, push leftward frantic- 
ally. Some few who lack perspective 
may be hoping for a return of laissez- 
faire, the roaring twenties, control by 
Wall Street or some other anti-social 
dream-child. But this Crusade cham- 
pions the Middle Ground where rights 
and responsibilities go hand in hand— 
including the rights and responsibilities 
of Preedom. 

If you share our convictions and con- 
cerns about root Freedom, let us send 
you our monthly Bulletin and tracts for 
parish distribution in your church. Just 
sign below and you will hear from us 
promptly. 

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
(Since 1934) 

Los Angeles Chicago New York 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Chairman, DONALD J. COWLING, Presi- 
dent Carleton College 1909-1945; ROGER 
W. BABSON, Statistician; WILLIAM F. 
BRAASCH, Board of Trustees, American 
Medical Association; UPTON CLOSE, 
Author, Commentator; ELY CULBERT- 
SON, Author, Lecturer; CARY EGGLES- 
TON, Physician; DE WITT EMERY, Foun- 
der National Small Business Men’s Asso- 
ciation; JAMES W. FIFIELD, JR., Foun- 
der and Director Spiritual Mobilization, 
Minister First Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles; EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, Bi- 
ble Scholar, Author; THEODORE GRAEB- 
NER, Professor Theology, Author; AL- 
FRED P. HAAKE, Economist, Lecturer; 
ALBERT W. HAWKES, United States 
Senator; SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, Mission- 
ary; RUPERT HUGHES, Author; RUFUS 
B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor University 
of Southern California; ROBERT A. MIL- 
LIKAN, President California Institute of 
Technology; FELIX MORLEY, Author, 
Editor; ALFRED NOYES, Author; NOR- 
MAN VINCENT PEALE, Clergyman; NOR- 
RIS POULSON, Congressman; LEONARD 
E. READ, President Foundation for 
Economic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GOR- 
DON SPROUL, President University of 
California; JOHN J. TIGERT, President 
Deiveraty of Florida; RAY LYMAN WIL- 


; R, Chancellor Leland Stanford Univer- 
sity. 





SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
Title Guarantee Bldg. Dept. PO-2 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am a minister and in sympathy with 
your Crusade for Spiritual Freedom. Place 
me on your Representative List to receive 
your publications. 


GEERT wcccccccccccccvcccs STATE .......- 


(If yeu are not a clergyman clip and 
send this column to your minister.) 
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Student Center to Be 
Built at Lafayette 


Louisiana News Letter 


Nearly all the funds are in hand 
for the erection of a student house near 
the campus of Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute in Lafayette. Located just 
across from the main campus, this cen- 
ter will be well located to serve Pres- 
byterian and other young people en- 
rolled in. this state institution. The 
Presbytery of Louisiana is cooperating 
with the Lafayette church, of which 
G. Thomas Preer is pastor, in financing 
the enterprise. 


Methodists Celebrate 100th 
Anniversary of Organization 


Methodists met in Opelousas in Janu- 
ary to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of the Louisiana Con- 
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the Bible. 
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ference. Methodist work began in 1803 
and by 1846 there were 4,500 members. 
Today there are 97,000. In 1846 the 
bishop rode a horse from Maryland and 
arrived one day late for the organiza- 
tion. Stories have it that he forded the 
Mississippi River by holding on to the 
tail of his horse. The 1846 meeting 
was re-enacted when present-day mem- 
bers on horseback, wearing high hats 
and long-tail coats, converged on Ope- 
lousas for this ceremony. 


Dr Land Tells “How 
To Build a Church” 


John S. Land, pastor of the St. 
Charles Avenue church, New Orleans, 
since its beginning in 1917, has an 
article in the February issue of The 
Presbyterian Survey telling ‘How 
I Went About Building a Church,” 
which he was requested to write. Dr. 
Land stresses the need for careful study 
and preparation, the use of an outside 
church building consultant, care in pro- 
viding finances, thorough understand- 
ing of all that is involved on the part 
of the building committee and, so far 
as possible, by all the congregation. 
This church, strategically situated and 
growing, has more than 1,200 members. 
An outstanding survey of the Sunday 
school was made not long ago, going 
fully into the needs of the church and 
seeking to face opportunities for the 
future. Plans are now being drawn for 
a new Sunday school unit. 


News from the Churches 


A Louisiana delegation of 85, headed 
by Hiram Reeves, of Zachary, attended 
the youth convention of world missions 
in Nashville. The Lake Charles 
church is encouraged over the results 
of the forum on Presbyterianism which 
ended in December. An average of 80 
people attended. Leaders say that this 
type of instruction, in conjunction with 
visitation evangelism, seems to meet the 
Presbyterian need. . . Sunday school 
superintendents of Red River Presby- 
tery held their first official meeting in 
Ruston in December. . Shreveport 
Presbyterians will unite in a week of 
visitation evangelism February 23-28, 
under the direction of H. H. Thompson. 
The Plains church in Zachary will con- 
duct a similar campaign at the same 
time. . . . Though there were no 
strings attached to the recent gift of 
$6,925 to John Nelson Blackburn, of 
Houma, when friends of many creeds 
joined recently to honor his service, it 
is understood that the fund will prob- 
able be used to build a new home for the 
Blackburns when he retires in about 
eighteen months. Dr. Blackburn ‘1a8 
lived his sermons on the streets of this 
city in the French territory, and the 
contributions from Catholics and Prot- 
estants testify to the impact of his life. 


W. L. McLEOD. 
Lake Charles, 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that in the past 10 years there 
have been 329 more installations of 
pastors than dissolutions of the pas- 
toral relationship? 

Installations Dissolutions 








1937 251 
1938 256 206 
1939 235 199 
1940 264 220 
1941 258 290 
1942 325 275 
1943 325 320 
1944 304 318 
1945 323 274 
1946 346 255 
2,887 2,558 





By R. L. ST. CLAIR 











German Leader Fears 
Impending Divisions 


Kentucky News Letter 


On Pastor Martin Niemoeller’s recent 
visit to Louisville he declared that 
“Christianity survived in Germany be- 
cause individuals learned the truth of 
the Bible verse, ‘For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.’ The de- 
struction of organized religion in Nazi 
Germany brought true Christians closer 
together regardless of different sects. 
The pastor of a Reformed Church who 
joined our movement is my brother, al- 
though we recite a different creed, but 
the bishop of my own Lutheran Church, 
who backed Hitler, is no church mem- 
ber with me.” Out of this movement 
“where we met people we had never 
seen before, there grew a loose federa- 
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tion of Confessional churches with no 
common creed and no regular laws, but 
it is the living church of Germany to- 
day,”” he said. Niemoeller sees great 
danger to German Christianity in that 
the unity forged in adversity may again 
break up into a multiplicity of sects now 
that the pressure is gone. In empha- 
sizing that any church that preached 
the gospel endangered the aims and 
teaching: of the Nazis, Pastor Niemoeller 
said, ‘“‘When tne church became a 
‘Silent Church’ it failed in its responsi- 
bilities. God, therefore, sent someone 
to set the church free again, and when 
they had confessed their sins of being 
silent, preaching again became vital.”’ 


Aggressive Program Being Pushed 
In Guerrant Presbytery Area 


The synod of Kentucky is supporting 
William C. Brown, chairman: of home 
missions in Guerrant Presbytery, in a 
five-year program of advance. D. C. 
Amick is the new home mission super- 
intendent for the presbytery. Four 
new ministers have recently accepte1l 
work in that area, and two new churches 
have been organized: the Hilton church. 
November 10, and the MHarveyton 
church, January 12... . An ambitious 
new program under the supervision of 
Dr. Amick and W. L. Cooper, superin- 
tendent of the Stuart Robinson and 
Highland schools, will get under way at 
Highland next fall. Along with the 
regular high school academic work it 
is planned to open a large vocational de- 
partment for mountain boys and gir!s 
who may receive this type of training 
under church auspices. 


Men’s Councils to Be Organized 
In All Kentucky Presbyteries 


. Men’s work in Kentucky presbyteries 
is receiving special attention. During 
the first week in February S. J. Pat- 
terson, Jr., Assembly’s director of men’s 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 











‘...now a vital part 
of the message of 
Foundry Church.” 


That is how the Rev. Mr. Harris 
of Foundry Church feels about 
this beautiful Schulmerich instru- 
ment. Here is what he wrote us: 


‘*We cannot speak too high- 
ly of the ‘Carillonic Bells’ which 
you installed. They seem to 
create an atmosphere of worship 
which far exceeds the confines 
of the sanctuary. As people 
listen in their homes, and as they 
walk along the streets, there is 
no question, from the comments 
that come, that the playing of 
the old Hymns awakens uplift- 
ing memories and leaves a spirit- 
ual deposit in the hearts of many. 
The ministry of the Bells, which 
are pure and clear in their tone, 
is now a vital part of the mes- 
sage of Foundry Church.”’ 


Hundreds of churches are us- 
ing CARILLONIC BELLS to give their 
organ music new color, and to send 
a message of beauty from their 
towers. Your church, too, can ac- 
quire a leading voice in the com- 
munity through CARILLONIC BELLS. 
For particulars, address Dept. PO-2 





CARILLONIC BELLS © TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS © ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS » SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS © CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
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work, and Alex R. Batchelor, also of 
the Richmond staff, have been scheduled 
with Regional Director D. B. Walthal 
to help organize men’s councils in every 
presbytery. This team will be in Louis- 
ville, February 2; Lexington, February 
3, and at Greenville, February 4. 


J. G. Patton, Assembly’s stewardship 
secretary, recently spoke to a presby- 
tery-wide rally of deacons at the Max- 
well Street church in Lexington. 

Marvin K. Compher, Kingsport, Tena., 
who has had outstanding success in the 
establishment of outpost Sunday 
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How Much Longer Must They Wait? 


For months pathetic appeals have been reaching us from refugee missionaries 
and Christians in Europe wanting to enter our work of carrying God’s word to all 


the Russian people of Europe. 


Through the generous contribution of America’s 


Christians we have the facilities for housing, (the former Italian Embassy Build- 


ing in Washington, D. C.) training and returning them to the field. 


only the added funds. 


We now need 


There are four such missionary families and 50 Russian 


refugee Christian young men to be brought over for training at our Bible Institute. 
We are praying to the Lord and waiting for help from God's people. 


An Opportunity and Challenge 


A faculty member of Columbia Uni- 
versity visiting our headquarters said, 
“This is the greatest undertaking of 
this age—to give the Russian people the 
Gospel—the only means to save Russia 
and the World.” The Bible, the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ which is the water cf 


life, alone can hold back the eruption 
of the atomic volcano that threatens 
the whole world. Will you grasp the 
truth In these words and pray and give 


generously that we may rise to the chal- 
lenge? 


Help Meet This Need 


The Russian Bible Society has this 
program: e 

1. Bring four missionary familles to 
America (“I was an hungered and ye 
Save Me meat. .. .I was a stranger 
and ye took Me in”). $1,000 each. 

2. Bring over and train 50 Russian 
refugee students for work among their 
people so Russia may be evangelized. 
$900 each. 

3. To pay off mortgage on our prop- 
erty—lifting the burden that retards 
our progress. $50,000. 

-.To complete plates for printing 
whole Russian Bible. $8,000. 

5. Establish a Bible fund to publish a 
million Bibles and 5 million New Testa- 
ments in Russian which we have offi- 
cially offered the Soviet Government to 
print in Moscow. 


RESPOND NOW—DO NOT FAIL US 


Pray that we may be able to fulfill this 
opened to the opportunity of releasing these 


tian Russians to the task of evangeliz 
is opened send whatever you can, whe 


ation of their home lands. 


great program—that hearts may be 
missionary families and young Chris- 
If your heart 


ther it be large or small and if u wish, 
tell us which of these five phases of our work you would like most to help. + 


A Representative from the Russian 
Bible Society will be glad to come to 
your Church and tell more of this 
work. Invitations may be sent to the 
address below. 


“Sentenced to Siberia.” The Life 
Story of Pastor Malof, President of the 
Russian Bible Society, will be a great 
help to understand this work. Price 
only $1.00 including postage. 


Please cut this and forward with your gift to: 


THE RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, INC., P. 


Dear Russian Bible Society: 


0. Box 2709, Washington, D. C. 


In response to your appeal in the Presbyterian Outlook I have the pleasure of 


enclosing my gift: 


For the Refugee Missionary and Student passage and support $ 
$ 


For the Russian Bible publishing fund 


For Pastor Malof's Life Story “SENTENCED TO SIBERIA” §___....2222°°2°°°°7°"" 
Each contributor will be kept advised of the progress of 
magazine, “Russia Calling,” subscription deduction 50c. 


Name 
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schools, will address a series of men’s 
rallies in Lexington-Ebenezer Presby- 
tery, March 3-6, looking toward a 
greater movement in outpost work. 


Louisville Seminary Offers Course 
In Clinical Pastoral Training 


Louisville Seminary is Offering a 
credit course in supervised clinical pas- 
toral training this semester under the 
direction of two chaplains in city hos- 
pitals. The class, designed primarily 
for pastors, limited its enrollment to 
twenty. For every hour spent in class 
work from three to four hours are ex- 
pected to be spent in hospital visita- 
tion and counselling. . C. E. Allen, 
head of the department of history and 
political science at Centre College since 
1920, has resigned to accept a position 
in the department of history at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama. Dr. Allen is an 
elder in the First church of Danville 
and very active in church activities. 

Lees Junior College at Jackson 
has an enrollment of approximately 
twice that of last year and increases 
are expected for the spring semester. 
At least one summer session is 
scheduled. 


Miscellany 


The Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 
plan has been adopted by almost every 
church in Louisville Presbytery which 
is large enough to have organized youth 
programs. Three district rallies were 
held recently with more than 300 at- 
tending. Christian Endeavor has had 
a firm hold on Kentucky churches 
through the years and because of that 
the distinctly Presbyterian organiza- 
tion has been slow to win its way. . 
Twenty-one college students have taken 
affiliate membership in the First church, 
Richmond, Ky., and actively participate 
in the church’s work. In December a 
financial campaign was inaugurated in 
the Richmond church, seeking money 


for an addition to the building 
which can be used for religious 
education and a_ student center. 


Approximately 100 students of East- 
ern College attend services in this 
church. Louisville Presbytery 
plans two five-day Vacation Church 
School institutes in Louisville next April 
under the direction of Eva Louise Hul- 
cer, presbytery’s director of religious 
education. 
H. J. HUNTER, JR. 
Louisville. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Feeding the Five Thousand 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 9 


John 6. 


John wrote his Gospel that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing we might 
have life in his name (20:31). 

In chapter 1 he presents the first wit- 
nesses, and in chapter 2, the first signs. 
Chapter 3 centers about Jesus’ conver- 
sation with Nicodemus; chapter 4 about 
his conversation .with a Samaritan 
woman; chapter 5, about a conversation 
with the Jews following the miraculous 
cure of a lame man at the pool of 
Bethesda. In each case Jesus offers 
himself as the Giver of Life—an im- 
portant fact to keep in mind if we are 
to follow the movement of the book (cf. 
$:14-16; 4:14, and 5:25-26). 

Chapter 6 presents Jesus as the Bread 
of Life. It begins with a note of time: 
“After these things Jesus went away.” 
This expression however is very gen- 
eral. There is no chronological con- 
nection between chapters 5 and 6. Jesus 
talked with the woman of Samaria 
(chapter 4) toward the end of the first 
year of his active ministry. He visited 
Jerusalem with the results recorded in 
chapter 5 in the middle of the second 
year. The scene of our present chapter 
is laid in Galilee. The time is the end 
of the second year, exactly one year 
before the crucifixion. 


I. Bread for the Body (6:1-15) 


Jesus had crossed over the sea to find 
rest for himself and his disciples. But 
the people, impressed by his marvelous 
cures, followed him around the head of 
the lake, and as they went their number 
was augmented by members of a Pass- 
over caravan, which was forming in the 
neighborhood, or was already on the 
march, This inconsiderate pursuit of 
Jesus, instead of offending him, touched 
him; and, as he marked them toiling up 
the hills in groups, or one by one, some 
quite spent with a long and rapid walk, 
mothers dragging hungry children after 
them, his first thought was, What can 
these poor, tired folks get to refresh 
them here? He turned to Philip, there- 
fore, with the question,-‘“‘Where can we 
buy food for these people to eat?” 

Philip was from the neighboring town 
of Bethsaida and was acquainted with 
the region, so he might be expected to 
have some helpful suggestion. He also 
appears to have been a practical sort of 
& man and ready reckoner, for he ran 
his eye over the crowd and made a rapid 
calculation, and answered, ‘“‘Two hun- 
dred denarii would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” 
(R. S. V.) The implication was that 
nothing could be done for their relief. 


Philip took a business man’s view of 
the problem. He was quick at estimat- 
ing the multitude and figuring out the 
cost of a meal, so as to show the impos- 
sibility of providing it; but he forgot 
to take Jesus into account, ‘How often 
do we take into our plans and perplexi- 
ties everything we can think of except 
God,” says Dr. Snowden, “Many a cun- 
ning calculation has been vitiated by 
leaving God out of the column of figures. 
The business man’s views and the ex- 
perts’ calculations have their place and 
worth, but they may fail at the most 
critical point. They may calculate to 
a cent the material and financial fac- 
tors in the case, but leave out the un- 
seen and eternal. The solution of no 
problem is complete until God has been 
taken into account.” 


At this point Andrew reported the 


presence of a boy with five barley cakes. 


and two fishes, but added deprecatingly, 
“What are they among so many?” Evi- 
dently he did not think much of these 
pitiful few cakes and fishes and supposed 
they were hardly worth counting. Dr. 
Snowden continues: ‘‘This is what Moses 
thought of his poor power of speech, 
when God commanded him to go and 
speak unto Pharaoh. ‘I am not elo- 
quent,’ he said, ‘Send Aaron.’ And yet 
Moses spoke great thundering words 
that are still rolling throughout the 
world, but who can quote anything that 
Aaron ever said? This is what we often 
think of our abilities and means, when 
we are given a work to do. ‘We have 
only a few little loaves and cannot feed 
anyone; we are slow of speech and can- 
not speak or pray; we are lacking in 
money or in education or opportunities; 
if we were only gifted or had money or 
were blessed as others, we might do 
something, but as it is we have no 
chance.’ Such are our blind reasoning 
and miserable excuses in the presence 
of hungry people waiting to be fed.’ 
[Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons. ] 
But Jesus caused the people to sit 
down on the grass, He took the five 
loaves and the two fishes and with them 
he miraculously produced enough for 
them all. ‘“‘What actually happened?’ 
asks Archbishop Temple (in his “‘Read- 
ings in St. John’s Gospel’). “It is clear 
that every Evangelist supposed our Lord 
to have wrought a creative act; and for 
myself I have no doubt that this is what 
occurred. This,- however, is credible 
only if St. John is right in his doctrine 
of our Lord’s Person, If the Lord was 
indeed God incarnate, the story presents 
no insuperable difficulties. But of 
course such a creative act is quite in- 


13 


credible if he is other or less than God 
incarnate.”’ 

‘Dr, Palmer comments: “It is a great 
pity that some people in this modern 
scientific age will be prevented from 
getting out of this chapter the spiritual 
food it has to give, because of worry 
over the apparent violation of natural 
law, which the feeding of such a multi- 
tude from five loaves and two fishes 
would involve. To any such [I would 
simply say, read the narrative carefully 
and mark its reticence. It nowhere 
states how the multiplication was done, 
or even that it was done, or that there 
was no other food. Indeed it would be 
a greater miracle had these passover 
pilgrims not had a great deal of food in 
their traveling bags. As a great teacher 
of the New Testament has suggested, 
perhaps, they were rather selfish about 
sharing it, until the lad put his little 
store in Jesus’ hands and set them an 
example of generosity, It is not the 
miraculous production of the food which 
is the point of the chapter. It is its 
symbolic meaning as a great outdoor 
communion with Jesus, the bread of life. 
Not physical manna from heaven, but 
words of eternal life should be the focus 
of attention. Whatever you think about 
the physical man, don’t lose the spirit- 
ual truth.’’ 

The people were impressed by Jesus’ 
power to multiply the loaves and fishes. 
They concluded that Jesus was the 
Prophet whom Moses had predicted in 
Deuteronomy 18:15, and whom they 
identified with the Messiah. They 
thought that this miracle was the be- 


- ginning of the reign of earthly abun- 


dance which the prophets had foretold. 
So they planned to proclaim Jesus as 
the Messianic King. The people's faith 
in Jesus seems to have reached its cli- 
max at this point. It was not genuine 
faith however; it was belief in him as 
a worker of miracles. By it the multi- 
tude was led to expect a series of prodi- 
gies which would relieve physical and 
social distress and secure for them po- 
litical independence. 

But Jesus was not deceived. He 
quieted and dismissed the excited 
crowds, and sent his disciples across the 
lake. Then all alone he departed into 
the mountains to pray. 


II. Bread for the Soul, 6:22-50 


Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life 
was given to the crowd in Capernaum 
on the day fcllowing. It falls naturally 
into three parts, emphasizing three 
truths of the greatest importance: 

1. There is food for the body and food 
for the soul (16-27). Jesus indicates 
that the crowd seeks him for the sake 
of the loaves and the fishes, and not be- 
case they had seen in his miracle of 
the day before the sign of his power to 
feed their souls. Then he urged them 
to work, not merely for the food that 
perishes, but also for the food that 
abides, the food that sustains that life 
in them which never dies. This better 
gift the Son of Man had power to give. 
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God himself has set his seal upon him 
as the bringer of salvation. 

Impressed by Jesus’ earnest words 
and willing to fulfill the condition they 
think necessary in order to have a repe- 
tition of the miracle, they ask what 
work they shall do—what sacrifice or 
other religious work, they mean, that 
will be pleasing to God. ‘Believe in 
me,’’ was Jesus’ answer. The one great 
work acceptable to God is faith in his 
Son. Not rules but a person is the bridge 
between man and God. To believe in 
Jesus means more than believing cer- 
tain things about Jesus. It means trust- 
ing him as a man trusts his friend, 
or as a child trusts his Father. 

“What sign do you do that we may 
see and believe you?” they replied, 
thus challenging him to fulfill their 
Messianic expectation. ‘‘Moses gave 
manna in the wilderness, the Messiah 
should show a greater sign than Moses, 
and your sign of yesterday was less 
marvelous. Your bread did not come 
from heaven like the manna. And it 
came only once, not daily for forty 
years.” 

“You think the manna was given by 
Moses,” Jesus replied, ‘“‘but it was given 
by God. And it was not truly bread out 
of heaven. The true bread out of 
heaven is that which God now gives for 
the life of the world.’’ 

They said, ‘“‘Lord, give us this bread 
always.” 

2. Jesus is the bread of life (35-50). 
In the first section Jesus made it plain 
that, just as we need food to sustain 
our physical lives, so, too we need food 
to sustain our spiritual lives. The lat- 
ter is more important even than the 
former. In this part of his discourse 
he tells his listeners that their spiritual 
wants were met in him. “I am the 
bread of life,’”’ he declared. 

What plainer, more homely, more 
matter-of-fact statement could be made 
than that Jesus is himself the bread of 
our souls. It requires no deep system 
of metaphysics to understand that as 
the body requires its daily food, so the 
human spirit requires its appropriate 
daily sustenance, and that we find this 
sustenance for our souls in Jesus. He 
is the bread of life in the sense that 
one who believes in him not only ob- 
tains eternal life, but also obtains the 
meat and drink by which his spiritual 
life is kept alive and vigorous. In him 
he finds satisfaction for his soul hun- 
ger. 

In vss. 37-40 Jesus turns aside from 
the main topic to describe the blessed- 
ness of those who come unto him. 
Meanwhile some have begun to criticize 
him because he said, I am the bread 
of life. Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, they say contemptously. Jesus 
in reply speaks of the difficulty of com- 
ing to him as a believer and then re- 
peats his claim, “I am the bread of 
life,” but he also adds a word of ex- 
planation, ‘“‘The bread which I shall give 
for the life of the world is my flesh” 
(43-51). 

Some commentators think he means 


the manifestation of himself in human 
nature. The words seem more natur- 
ally however to refer to his death on 
the cross. ‘‘The bread which I shall 
give (future tense) is my flesh.”” We 
think at once of his later declaration, 
“This is my body broken for you.” It 
is his death on the cross above all else 
that makes him the bread of life. If 
our spiritual life is to be sustained, 
if it is to abide unto eternal life, we 
must feed on his death. This leads him 
to the third point— 

3. To enjoy spiritual life, we must 
eat his body and drink his blood (52- 
58). In vs. 52 he spoke first of eat- 
ing his flesh. His hearers, dull of un- 
derstanding, could think only of a phy- 
sical act. They strove among them- 
selves saying, ‘‘How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?’”’ Jesus then stated 
more emphatically, first negatively and 
then positively, that if one is to enjoy 
eternal life it is absolutely necessary 
not only to eat his flesh but also to 
drink his blood. What did he mean? 

Marcus Dods reminds us that our 
Lord himself uses several terms to ex- 
press the act by which we make use 
of him as the bread of life. ‘He that 
believeth in me—he that cometh to me 
—he that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood—nhath eternal life.’”’ Each of 
these expressions has its own signifi- 
eance. Belief must come first—belief 
that Jesus is indeed the Son of God. 

But we must also come to him. The 
people he was addressing had followed 
him for miles and had found him and 
were speaking to him, but they had not 
really come to him. To come to him is 
to approach him in spirit and with sub- 
missive trust; it is to commit ourselves 
to him as Lord; it is to rest in him 
as our all; it is to come to him with 
open heart, accepting him and all he 
claims to be. 

“But most emphatically of all does 
our Lord say that we must eat his 
flesh and drink his blood, if we are to 
partake of his life. That is to say, the 
conneciion between Christ and us must 
be of the closest possible kind; so close 
that the assimilation of the food we 
eat is not too strong a figure to express 
it. The food we eat becomes our blood, 
our flesh; it becomes our life, our self. 
And it becomes so, not by our talking 
of it, not by looking at it and admir- 
ing its nutritive properties but only by 
eating it. And whatever process can 
make Christ entirely ours and helps us 
to assimilate all that is in him, this 
process we are to use.” (Expositor’s 
Bible). The words mean that there 
should be a complete identification of 
our wills with him and an absolute de- 
pendence upon him as a crucified, risen, 
living Divine Lord. To partake of the 
bread and the wine in the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper is an aid, but the 
one thing that matters is that we should 
“feed upon him in our hearts.” 

Some of the disciples, the larger 
group out of which the twelve were 
taken, said, “This is a hard saying to 
accept.” They went back to their old 
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life and walked with him no more, 
Jesus turned to the twelve and said, 
“Do you mean to go away too?” Peter 
answered for untold millions of us when 
he said, ‘‘Lord, to whom else shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. We have believed and know that 
Thou art the Holy One of God.” 


For Thought and Action 


The lesson has a twofold significance: 

1. For our physical needs. Jesus fed 
the five thousand because they were 
hungry. He realized here, as_ elge- 
where, that men had physical needs 
that must be satisfied. There are mul- 
titudes today who are hungry, many 
who are starving. UNRRA no longer 
exists. A great deal is being done by 
the churches. But this is not enough. 
Essential needs can be met only 
through money appropriated by the 
Congress of the United States for each 
individual country. And this money 
will be appropriated only if public opin- 
ion is favorable. Christian love prompts 
us to action, but also plain common 
sense. Democracy does not develop 
among starving, desperate men and wo- 
men. Hunger and hopelessness breed 
communism. The world’s masses will 
not be attracted to Christianity if it 
does not manifest the spirit of Christ. 

2. For our spiritual needs. Jesus 
taught us that we must consider not 
only the nourishment of our bodies but 
also that of our souls, and offered him- 
self as the bread of life. What are 
some of the means that we can employ 
to appropriate Jesus for our spiritual 
nourishment? Prayer? How can we 
make it more effective as a means of 
grace? The Bible? How can we make 
it more nourishing to our souls? The 
Lord’s Supper? How can it be cele- 
brated more profitably? Can we feed 
on Jesus without assimilating his 
words, without consecrating ourselves 
to his service, without identifying our 
will with his own? What else can you 
suggest? All of us give due considera- 
tion to our own physical needs. Have 
we really given sufficient thought to 
our spiritual needs? 





THE LAYMAN’S VIEW 
By J. Wilson McCutchan 





As an example of the ideal mission- 
ary I like to think of a man, who, whet 
past middle age, undertook the arduous 
task of opening a new field and estab- 
lishing a boys’ school in the Anglo 
Egyptian Sudan. Throughout his clos 
ing years of service he never lost his 
sprightly step or the fun-loving twit- 
kle in his eyes. His quiet consecration 
earned the love and respect of all who 
knew him. 

He was fond of telling the following 
story. On one occasion he was the 
honored guest at a state dinner givel 
by a’ high British official. When all 
were seated the Britisher turned to the 
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missionary and asked what wine or 
liquor he preferred. 

Quietly the missionary replied that 
he did not drink. The host then ad- 
dressed the same question to an Eng- 
lishman on his left; he received the 
same answer. With evident embarrass- 
ment the official raised his eyes and 
said, ‘‘Good lord, am I the only drinker 
present?” 

“And that,” the missionary used to 
say, “was the only blessing we had.’’ 

Through the anecdote my friend made 
his point plain. No thoughtful person, 
regardless of his position or the occa- 
sion, should omit the simple but proper 
words of thanks to the Creator for food. 
Before the distribution of the loaves and 
fishes Jesus gave thanks. If the Son of 
God, the second person of the Godhead, 
regarded the giving of thanks as neces- 


- sary, how much more should we, both 


publicly and privately! 





Time cannot 
dim the beauty 
of the Bible... 
nor the joy 


of reading it... or 


giving it to others. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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BOOK 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney's of- 
fice discussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if she had 
forgotten anyone who should be remembered in her will. 
The attorney thought a while and then said, "Yes, you 
have forgotten Jesus." She thanked him, and made a 
substantial provision for the work of our Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of For- 
eign Missions, in your will, the following form. of bequest 


should be used: 


"| give, devise and bequeath fo the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, a corporation organized under the laws 
of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, the sum of a 
following property, to wit: 


For full information and assistance in making a bequest 
to Foreign Missions write to: 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville |, Tenn. 


























i. Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


‘||| Perhaps you have put off this privilege of disposing of your 
|||] property exactly in accordance with your wishes. Perhaps 
your will should be re-written to meet changing conditions. In 
||| | either event, consult your attorney. Only a good lawyer can 
|||) give your will the legal attention it must have to avoid serious 
J] mistakes. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








DEATHS 

Robert Morris Buchanan, 45, pastor 
at Magnolia, Miss., died in a Memphis 
hospital January 21, following a long 
illness. Mr. Buchanan, since his gradu- 
ation from Louisville Seminary in 1930, 
had served the Liberty, DeKalb and 
Magnolia churches in succession. 


CHANGES 

Charles W. Worth, recently returned 
from mission service and a former chap- 
lain, is now serving the Bethesda 
church, Aberdeen, N. C. 

J. M. McKnight from DeLand, Fla., 
to First chucrh, Crestview, Fla. 

Thomas D. Murphy from Fort Stock- 
ton, Texas, to Junction, Texas. 

D. P. McGeachy, who has been study- 
ing at Union Seminary in recent months, 
is the temporary supply pastor at Lake 
Hamilton, Fla. 

Henry S. Robinson from Durant, 
Miss., to the Mallard Creek church, 
Route 10, Charlotte, N. C. 

W. G. Greenlees from Greensboro, 
Ala., to Jeanerette, La. 

Gerald Case, a captain in the Sal- 
vation Army and head of the Lexington 
unit, has entered the Presbyterian min- 
istry. He began his work as pastor of 
the First church, Catlettsburg, Ky., 
January 1. 

Chalmers F. McCutcheon, Wytheville, 
Va., has been called to the Sanford, 
N. C., church. 

John N. Ashenfelder, formerly pastor 
at Hogansville, Ga., is now serving the 
Eastside chursch, Gadsden, Ala. 


ENGAGEMENT 

R. Heber MeclIliwaine, of Southern 
Presbyterian background, now pastor of 
the Orthodox Presbyterian church, 
Aurora, Nebraska, and a former mission- 
ary of that church in Japan, is to be 
married to Miss Eugenia Cochran, of 
Greenville, S. C. 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

D. F. Wilkinson, pastor emeritus of 
The Plains church, Zachary, La., and 
Mrs. Wilkinson celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on December 31. 


TEACHING AT AGNES SCOTT 

Samuel A. Cartledge, of Columbia 
Seminary, and Donald B. Bailey, of the 
Emory church, are teaching courses in 
the Agnes Scott’Bible Department since 
the removal of Dr. Gillespie to St. 
Simon’s Island. 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 


School 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


GKV. UC. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education 
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THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘*The Home of Better Milk’’ 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947} 


A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS DIRECTED TOWARDS 
Integrating Life Around Eternal Principles 

Widening the Horizon of World Understanding 
Guiding Each Student into Highest Personal Fulfilment 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 








SOUTHWESTERN 


Sincerity and Truth in Religion 
Genuineness and Excellence in Education 
Register now for 1947-48. 


CHARLES E. DIEHL, President 














Sprunt Lectures Week 


February 23-28, 1947 


PRESIDENT J. HARRY COTTON, Ph.D., D. D. 
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois 


Subject: ‘‘The Christian Knowledge of God’’ 


PROFESSOR FELIX B. GEAR, Ph.D., D. D. 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia 
Subject: ‘‘An Empirical Philosopher Wrestles With Religious 


Questions’’ 


THE REVEREND JOSEPH R. SIZOO, D. D., LL. D. 
Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas, New York, N. Y. 
Subject : ‘The Ministry—Unashamed and Unafraid’’ 


Union Theological Seminary 


Richmond 22, Virginia 











